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By John J. Janik 
Times Columnist 
 
The “Best of the Northwest” Regional Networking Expo was a great success, with more than 90 
vendors showing their “stuff.” The global sponsor, Truck City of Gary, was able to squeeze a 30-
foot semi-trailer into the Celebrity Ballroom and it was the talk of the expo! 
 
Regional sponsor Hoeppner, Wagner & Evans, with offices in Merrillville and Valparaiso, has 
sponsored the last four expos produced by the Merrillville Chamber of Commerce and Northwest 
Indiana Chamber Executives Association and deserves a big thank you for their continued 
support of the chamber and the community. 
 
New regional sponsors, Alkon Consulting from Schererville and the Porter County Business 
League, showed new products and services. This expo was truly a regional event! 
 
Also contributing to the success were sponsors Signs On-Time, VIA Marketing, Post Tribune, 
Que Pasa newspaper, Family Flyer, Lowe’s Home Improvement, On-Site Entertainment, Lake 
Shore Public TV, Panorama Magazine, Radio One Communications, Comcast Cable and The 
Radisson Hotel at Star Plaza. It was a great day of networking, information, samples and 
entertainment.   
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